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Mostly sunny: High 78, Low 54 


Russia 


lashes 


back 
at U.S. 


Diplomats to be 
expelled in furor 
over poisoning 


By Richard Pérez-Pefia 
NEW YORK TIMES 


LONDON — Russia 
will expel 60 U.S. diplo- 
mats and probably doz- 
ens from other nations, 
the Kremlin said Thurs- 
day, intensifying its clash 
with Europe and the 
United States. 

The action, which also 
includes closing the U.S. 
Consulate in St. Peters- 
burg, retaliates for the ex- 
pulsions of more than 150 
Russian officials in other 
countries. Those expul- 
sions were a response to 
a poison attack on British 
soil that Britain and its 
allies blamed on Moscow. 

U.S. Ambassador Jon 
Huntsmanwas sum- 
moned to the Foreign 
Ministry, Foreign Minis- 
ter, Sergey Lavrov an- 
nounced. Sixty U.S. dip- 
lomats will be expelled 
from Russia — the same 
as the number of Russian 
diplomats whom Wash- 
ington is expelling. The 
Americans were given 

Tension continues on A13 


Rice's 
sticker 
price tops 
$60,000 


By Lindsay Ellis 


Tuition, room, board 
and fees at Rice Universi- 
ty next year will top 
$60,000 as public and 
private Texas universi- 
ties grapple with accessi- 
bility to middle-class and 
low-income students. 

Rice's tuition for un- 
dergraduates will be 
$46,600, the school an- 
nounced Wednesday. 
Room and board will cost 
$14,000 and mandatory 
fees will amount to $745, 
for a total of $61,345. 

Founded in 1912, the 
university did not charge 
tuition for much of its 
history, and it often touts 
appearances in national 
lists of best-value colleg- 
es. But Rice’s costs, like 
many in higher educa- 
tion, have increased rap- 
idly in recent years. Last 
year's sticker price was 
$59,458. In fall 2009, that 
figure was $43,287. 

Many of the state's 

Tuition continues on A13 


Ex-aide testifies against Stockman 


Former assistant says he received 
instructions to siphon off donations 


By Gabrielle Banks 


Thomas Dodd, a top 
aide to former U.S. Con- 
gressman Steve Stock- 
man, spent six hours on 
the witness stand at his 
ex-boss’ fraud trial Thurs- 
day, explaining how he 


was instructed to land big 
donations from heavy- 
weight contributors, help 
funnel that money into 
shell accounts and then 
assist in an elaborate cov- 
er-up. 

Stockman, a 61-year-old 
Clear Lake Republican 


who served two separate 
nonconsecutive terms in 
the U.S. House of Repre- 
sentatives, is on trial for 
allegations that from 2010 
to 2014 he siphoned off 
$1.25 million in donations 
meant for charitable caus- 
es and used it to pay per- 
sonal and campaign costs. 
Dodd and Jason Posey, an- 
other former Stockman 
aide named in the 28- 


Steve Stockman 


have 
pleaded guilty to conspir- 
ing in the scheme. 

The former lawmaker’s 


count indictment, 


defense lawyers have said 
that their client’s business 
transactions were messy, 
perhaps chaotic, but he 
did not break the law. 
Stockman, a tea party 
favorite, gave up his seat in 
2014 to launch a long-shot 
GOP primary challenge 
against Sen. John Cornyn. 
Since losing that election, 
he’s been strapped for 
Ex-aide continues on A15 
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Astros outfielder George Springer, right, celebrates with Jose Altuve and Josh Reddick after the champs open 2018 with a 4-1 
victory over the Rangers in Arlington. For the second straight year, Springer led off with a homer. COVERAGE IN SPORTS 


A LOVE LETTER TO THE CITY 


Legendary musician’s 
jazzed-up gem harkens 
back to Colt .45 days 

By Andrew Dansby 


Arnett Cobb created a love let- 
ter to Houston. Then it got lost for 


55 years. 


The saxophonist and composer 
was born here in 1918 and died in a 
Houston hospital seven decades 
later. During the years between, 
he became the city’s most famous 
jazz artist from the music’s golden 


saxophone. 


Soa recently unearthed record- 
ing session from 1963 rates as a 
true treasure for those who ad- 
mire a trailblazing instrumental- 
ist, a distinctive interpreter and a 
remarkable composer. The al- 
bum, “Welcome Back: A Love Let- 
ter to Houston,” is scheduled for 
in August, 
would’ve been Cobb’s 100th birth- 
day. Adding to the local appeal: 
One of the new songs, “Colt .45 

Jazz continues on A15 


release 


age. Jazz magazine DownBeat 


once called him “a musical monu- 
ment,” a status Cobb earned with 
his inimitable sound on the tenor 


on what 


Houston 
jazz great 
Arnett 
Cobb, 
left, is 
shown in 
= 1963 with 
- the 
Houston 
Colt .45s 
car. 


American 
Music 
Preservation 
Society 
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Jonathan Ardion, 50, has been living at the Almeda 
Inn since Harvey. He expects to move out Monday. 


| Harvey hotel bump ends 


as evacuees are moving on 


Nearly 2,700 
families still in 
housing program 


By Paul Takahashi 


Hurricane Harvey was 
a boon to Houston-area 
hoteliers who had been 
struggling to fill rooms 
during the oil downturn. 


Local hotels reported 
higher than normal occu- 
pancy rates and revenues 
as federal housing aid for 
displaced residents 
helped fill up rooms in the 
wake of the deadly and 
devastating floods. 

Seven months after the 
storm, however, the Har- 
vey hotel bump is largely 
over. An industry report 


released this week con- 
firms that as evacuees in- 
creasingly move home or 
find other housing, local 
hotels are returning to 
business as usual. 

At the Almeda Inn, all 
32 rooms were packed 
with displaced residents 
in the months after the 
hurricane. Now, the south 

Harvey continues on A13 
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